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Ballantrae Court | West Palm 
Beach County, Florida

KZ Architects, Bay Harbor Islands, Florida

The rear façade is open and transparent with extensive window wall. The rear view is defined by the extruded pavilions that thrust into the landscape. 
Overhangs are generous, and outdoor spaces, terraces, porches and balconies seamlessly integrate indoors and outdoors.
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and four lower-sloped shed roof legs that 
help define the house and frame the outdoor 
spaces by creating front and rear courtyards. 
In the front, these elements materialize as an 
inviting entry porch on one side, and they 
help to transform what would otherwise be a 
massive three-car garage on the other. In the 
rear, the volumes thrust into the golf course, 
emphasizing the desired interaction between 
the architecture and the landscape. 

The residence strives to be respectful of its 
context while promoting a Florida lifestyle. 
The materials palette reflects the area’s 
vernacular building traditions and includes 
zinc for the roof and “C” structures, natural 
coral keystone for walls, and wood for ceilings 
and decks. All the planes and volumes clad 
in these three materials weave in and out 
of the structure constantly reinforcing the 
architect’s design.  

With the goal of designing an 8,350-square-
foot home to be built on a limited and 
restricted site, the architect’s strategy was to 
deconstruct the total volume of the residence 
into pavilions that would generate a dialogue 
between the built form and the landscape. 
This design strategy also created intimate 
connections between the golf course it 
abuts and the living spaces. Developed as a 
seasonal home, the program specified ample 
guest accommodations for extended family 
and friends.

The project aesthetic developed in response 
to the client’s desire for a modern house and 
the community’s requirement for a minimum 
6/12 roof slope. The design team applied for, 
and was successful in getting, a variance that 
allowed for adjusting the slope to a 3/12 ratio 
for sections of the roof.

The main volume of the house is capped 
with a gable roof built at the required slope 

THE RESIDENCE 
STRIVES TO BE 
RESPECTFUL OF ITS 
CONTEXT WHILE 
PROMOTING A 
FLORIDA LIFESTYLE. 

On the ground level, the house consists of a large open living space that integrates living, den, kitchen and dining functions with all possible extension 
to the covered outdoor spaces. Materials and finishes weave in and out of the house and include metal and stone-clad walls and tongue-in-groove 
ceilings. The sculptural stair is articulated as individual wood blocks separated by stainless steel reveals.
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The front elevation is introverted with the two side pavilions designed to focus the visitor toward the entry. The large bay window is clad in metal frame, 
and it highlights the double-height gallery containing the stair. Louvers provide privacy from the street and modulate the sunlight. 

The rear courtyard provides ample outdoor living space, and the projecting pavilions that flank the courtyard and pool provide privacy for the owners.
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Detail of sculptural stair. 

Detail of sculptural stair. 

The rear façade at dusk.




