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It’s not often that 

one meets a poetic 

architect, but Jaya 

Kader fits the bill. 

Costa Rica-born 

Kader is the founding 

Principal of  Miami-based 

KZ Architecture. A lively 

character who is proud of  

her tropical roots, Kader 

KZ Architecture: building  
structures thAt enhAnce  

lAndscApes And lives.

moved to Miami in 1995 

after training in Boston and 

founded the firm in 2003. 

Presently, KZ Architecture 

has a headcount of  seven 

employees, with 12 to 18 

projects on hand. Her firm’s 

designs, which are primarily 

residential, exude her belief  

in a passionate, human-cen-

tric approach to architecture. 

“It’s not the tools; it’s the ap-

proach,” said Kader. “Each 

client brings a new set of  

parameters, so each design is 

a process of  discovery.” 

Designs develop on 

two key principles: con-

text and purpose. Projects 

are designed to reflect the 
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particularities of  the land-

scapes, and to be in sync 

with these surround-

ings. Kader insists 

on a people-centric 

approach when 

designing a 

structure, where 

working closely 

with clients 

and delivering 

what they en-

vision is key. In 

any case, KZ 

Architecture’s 

projects are 

intended to serve 

and benefit the 

individuals living 

or using these spaces. 

Take the Lakehouse 

Artist’s Studio, where KZ 

Architecture managed to 

add to the existing struc-

ture and allow multiples of  

light to penetrate the space. 

The window was put in 

place to literally and figu-

ratively frame an artist’s 

window into the world. 

What singles the firm 

out from contemporaries is 

its one-of-a-kind technol-

ogy. It allows them to build 

comprehensive digital 

models that are precise 

– every last detail of  the 

proposed structure is visible 

on the screen. 

Sus-

tainabil-

ity is also another 

common thread across the 

firm’s projects – the build-

ings KZ Architecture build 

abide by LEED guidelines 

from the USGBC. A no-

table example would be the 

West Broadview Residence 

in Bay Harbor, the first 

house in Dade and Broward 

Counties to attain Silver 

LEED Certification. 

Young as 

it is, KZA 

has earned 

its fair share 

of  stripes: 

accolades date back to 

2008, with more likely to 

stream in. Think awards 

from AIA Miami and AIA 

Florida, with many more 

to boot. KZ Architecture 

employs a collaborative 

approach with landscape 

architects, technology con-

sultants, and multidisci-

plinary engineers to bring 

experts in the respective 

fields to each project. 

One key project that’s 

in the works is VIDA at 

the Point Residences 

(flip back to 

Additions to find 

out more). The project is 

the firm’s first multifamily 

structure involving the con-

struction of  six town homes 

all boasting individual 

accents. Another memo-

rable feature of  the homes: 

the balconies that connect 

the homeowners to 

the surrounding 

landscape. 

Kader 

cites 

nature as a source of  

inspiration for her designs, 

which is embodied in the 

presence of  rooms that 

flow into the outdoors, 

use of  natural ma-

terials throughout 

the structure, and 

spaces that exude a 

timeless elegance. 

The road 

ahead for KZ 

Architecture is 

definitely open to 

expanding possi-

bilities. Future proj-

ects will continue to 

add value and color 

to the landscape and 

occupants. Expect to see 

more integration of  inte-

rior and exterior spaces, 

such as having balconies 

and terraces that lead 

right into the outdoors, or 

indoor/outdoor barbecues 

similar to the Argentinian 

barbecue KZA installed 

in another one of  their 

projects. Kader also 

hopes to take on art or 

institutional construction, 

including projects to build 

inner-city elements. With 

all this work going on, you 

can be assured that every 

creation will be a 

labor of  love.
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